
 

 

Southern Interior Regional Women’s Committee Meeting 
Date: June 14th, 2022 

Time: 6:00 PM 
Location: video conference 

Quorum met 
 
 
Attendees (Local): 
 
Executive 
Carmen Thiessen(CEIU 20914) Co-chair 
Lindsey Philcox (CEIU 20914) Co-chair 
Ashley-Rae Snape (UTE 20026) Treasurer 
Nadia Sokal (AGR 20043) Secretary 
 
Members 
Christine Austin (AGR 20043) 
Karen Sutton (CIU 20045) BC Regional Women’s Coordinator 
Lorelei Sterling (UVAE 20035) 
Sabrina Shibley (UTE 20026) 
  
PSAC Staff: Monica Urrutia  
 
Regrets:  
 
Carolyn McGillivray (CIU 20045)  
Linda Woods (UNE 20140) 
Kareen Stanch (retired member) 
 
Guest speakers: Heather Holdsworth and Megan Ballantyne, on PSAC support of 
Certified Dental Assistants unionizing 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEGMENT  
- Lindsey acknowledged the unceded territory of the many diverse nations, Metis, and 

Inuit. 
  
ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
- Sent out with Zoom coordinates 
- Christine Austin to add to agenda AGR joint statement on reproductive rights 
 
Motion to adopt: Carmen Theissen 
Seconder: Nadia Sokal 
Carried: Unanimous 



 

 

 
REVIEW AND ADOPT MINUTES 
No changes or additions. 
Motion to adopt: Carmen Thiessen 
Seconder: Christine Austin 
Carried: Unanimously 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS 
Heather Holdsworth and Megan Ballantyne, on PSAC support of Certified Dental 
Assistants unionizing 
- Megan CDA reached out to PSAC 
- political and organizing campaign 
- described role of CDA, working conditions 
- squeezed for productivity, force unpaid overtime, harassment, employers are the 

dentists, no structures in place for raises, little to no leverage for bargaining 
- CDA movement, only way to directly share working conditions 
- goal to need to unionize entire sector  
- largest workforce in dental industry in BC, 90% women, over 6000 
- working with BCFed 
- sectoral bargaining ideal 
- precarious workers 
- will strengthen labour movement 
- petition to Harry Bains, ministry of labour, share petition 
- starting conversations with dentists and clients 
 
! links: 
! https://psacbc.com/psac-members-are-taking-a-stand-alongside-certified-

dental-assistants-to-support-unionization-of-precarious-workers-in-bc/ 
!  
! https://psacbc.com/cdas-deserve-a-union/ 
!  
! CDAmovement.org 
!  
! Megan’s email: 
! info@cdamovement.org  

 
TREASURERS REPORT 
- no change 
Motion to adopt Treasurer’s report: Ashley-Rae Snape 



 

 

Seconder: Nadia  
Carried Unanimously 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Discussion of SIRWC annual allocation and how to use funds 
- Once our bank balance goes below $4000 we will receive our allocation 
- 3% of budget to donations was recommended, currently at $1250, Ashley - Did not 

send out the cheques for women’s groups that would have come out of this year’s 
budget 

- Discussed to move and amend budget that reduces donations, e.g.reallocate amount 
to something else, for next meeting 

- Christine: can we do a hardship fund for women if we go on strike? We would forward 
that question to the REVPs office 

- Karen - idea VIRWC asked for folks to spend a day, committee covered for wages, 
outreach on where the committee can go, what do you foresee the actions to be, the 
direction 

- Lindsey - numbers for swag, cost is higher than anticipated 
- Can take time to discuss it, decide budget for next meeting 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
SIRWC SWAG & MEMBER ENGAGEMENT  
- Action Item: quotes on swag - ongoing Sabrina got one quote from Brand -it 

print and promo, will look into unionized merchandisers as follows: 
https://cavanadv.com/product-category/blankets/ - unionized supplier 
www.mohrgoodideas.com 
www.buyunionmade.com 
- Swag ideas: blankets, plant pots, slippers, blankets, tote bags, get quotes for a dozen 

of each 
- Swag to be used to promote membership engagement by a raffle by attending a 

meeting or event 
- Thorough discussion on swag, as membership engagement, will have quotes 

emailed within budget and a vote online 
- Action item: Sabrina and Lindsey to get quotes and connect with members 
 
KAIROS BLANKET EXERCISE 
- Action Item: Possible joint event, proposal to be sent to REVP’s office once ready. 

Joint event with Area Council and Human Rights Committee. Email to be sent to 



 

 

confirm if Committees still interested.  Nadia to forward additional information. 
COMPLETE 

- Nadia at this time can’t organize, just reached out to Area Council at this time to 
gauge interest 

- Karen speaking for HRC and recent plans on this event, Bannock truck, indigenous 
food, event as a “truth” in truth and reconciliation, host on the land not in a hotel 

- SIRWC will provide ongoing support for this event organized by HRC where 
necessary 

- HRC waiting on band offices, for permission, date and location, confirmation for 
facilitator, and food confirmation will follow 

 
 2022 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE RAFFLE QUILT   
- conference will be last week of October or first week of December 
- As mentioned in past meetings, Nadia volunteered to make a quilt as a raffle prize 

for the 2022 BC regional Women’s Conference.  
 
DECEMBER 6TH EVENT 
- December 6th, virtual memorials, support of other organizations, support indigenous 

communities. Carmen/Lindsey to take lead in Kamloops, Ashley-Rae to take lead in 
Penticton/Okanagan. Care kits: fact finding required to see what is accepted. North 
rep a good contact as they have done these kits. Creating kits could draw community 
interest and bring in more members. Bring plans to next meeting.  

- Lindsey reached out to YMCA women’s shelter, made contact, December 4th, 
deadline for call out to members to donate items 

- Action item: Ashley Rae - have not reached out yet to Penticton organizations 
- Action item: Lindsey to have a list of items for donation for August meeting 
- -discussed what was done in the north, make and purchase items, still achieved 

membership engagement, create kits together, north deals with geographic 
challenges as well, majority of members or central & lower Okanagan, 2 gatherings, 
one in Kamloops and one in Okanagan 

- Action Item: Lindsey and Carmen to liaise with Ashley about a letter to locals 
for participation in donation drive. 

 
SISTERS IN SPIRIT EVENT 
- Sisters in spirit event, same as a scheduled SIRWC meeting 
- Karen described how to contact, virtual event, moment to recognize  
- could have a speaker 
- leave it as ongoing business, please reach out to Karen if interested in holding an 

event 
 



 

 

National convention & resolution discussion 
- Resolution strategy discussed 
- Action Item: Christine will share the resolutions via one drive link that passed 

at convention 
- Maximum for number of resolutions to submit, up to 5 from regional women’s 

conference 
- Deadline for submission - December 9th for women’s conference 
- For our RWC to submit resolutions it has to be at a meeting we hold before 

December 9th  
- Suggestion to reschedule meeting in case we want to submit our own outside of 

conference 
 
AREA COUNCIL MEETING INVITATION 
- June 18th - respond to Jason Manchester, Coast Capri at 4 pm 
 
AGR component national council statement on reproductive rights and equality 
- in reference to reproductive rights in states, joint statement presented to NBoD 
- shared with AEC, ask to write to Minister for women and gender equality and youth 
- was it officially adopted by NBoD? Chris and Sharon both spoke in favour of it 
- ACTION ITEM: Christine find out if it was adopted and next steps from NBoD 

like forms letter how it’s going to roll out 
- MOTION: By Nadia for SIRWC to support statement as presented, if not 

adopted by NBoD, then SIRWC will to send email to BCREVP to support PSAC 
to lobby the government 

- seconder: Carmen 
- carried unanimously 
 
MOTION: Carmen to adjourn meeting 
Seconder - Nadia 
Carried unanimously 8:11 pm 


