
Southern Interior Regional Women’s Committee Meeting
Date: December 4th, 2022

Time: 9:10 AM
Location: video conference

Quorum met

Attendees (Local):

Executive
Carmen Thiessen(CEIU 20914) Co-chair
Ashley-Rae Snape (UTE 20026) Treasurer
Nadia Sokal (AGR 20043) Secretary

Members
Christine Austin (AGR 20043)
Karen Sutton (CIU 20045)
Lorelei Sterling (UVAE20035)
Tamara Vass (CEIU 20419)

PSAC Staff: Monica Urrutia 

Guest: Kareen Stanich (retired)

Regrets: 
Lindsey Philcox (CEIU 20914) Co-chair

LAND ACKNOWLEGMENT 
- Karen presented a heartfelt acknowledgment about the land, people and medicines 

grown on the Syilx stolen lands.

 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Motion to Adopt agenda as presented:Lorelei
Seconder: Ashley

REVIEW AND ADOPT MINUTES
Nadia will:
- a few spelling mistakes
- add the resolutions to the package to Regional Office
Motion to adopt the minutes as corrected as above: Nadia
Seconder: Lorelei
Carried: Unanimously

TREASURERS REPORT
-please see attached summary



MOTION: to approve the treasurer’s report by Ashley
Seconder: Karen
Carried: unanimously

-Asked for budget allotment from Regional Office, as bank balance <$4000, awaiting a 
reply
-kudos to new layout

OLD BUSINESS:

SWAG
- We received the blankets. 
- The committee discussed that each member get a blanket and any new member that 
attends three meetings, or special meeting/events  in a calendar year will be eligible for 
a blanket
- In the 3rd meeting the member will be acknowledged and thanked.
- Blankets may be raffled off for special circumstances.
- Blankets may be given to members who participate in the committee without attending 
3 meetings as per committee discussion.

KAIROS BLANKET EXERCISE - NEW INDIGENOUS EVENT 
- New event will be planned due to new information from Women’s conference, 

Indigenous led learning led by Karen and Ashley


NATIONAL CONVENTION & RESOLUTIONS DISCUSSION
- At the women’s conference all SIRWC resolutions all passed and will be forwarded 

to the National Women’s convention
- Resolutions have been submitted to BC regional convention
- if issues locals or committees have issues with wording, amendments, re-submit to 

component or local
- our local had the majority of resolutions presented

AGR COMPONENT NATIONAL COUNCIL STATEMENT ON REPRODUCTIVE 
RIGHTS AND EQUALITY
- UPDATE from Christine: Not a priority due to higher priority issues
ACTION ITEM: Karen at National to promote
- Will be removed from agenda and minutes

OUTREACH CARDS
- UPDATE from Nadia: Some cards were sent out in early November advertising the 

December 4th meeting. Remaining cards are advertising the AGM date for February, 
all should be sent before the end of the year



NEW BUSINESS

DECEMBER 6TH DONATION DRIVE EVENT
- Letters were sent, donation drive underway
- Please remember to take photos for social media
- Ashley mentioned her local’s positive response to this initiative


AGM 2023 PLANNING:
- Date for AGM February 5th 6 PM
- Ideas for AGM agenda and planning:

- budget proposal
- have a Planning committee - to organize events,
- outreach by women’s coordinator, women’s coordinator has a budget to visit and 

support
- more events in more urban centres, everyone try to think of an event (eg/ attending 

a parade)
- AGM to set meeting dates and times, vary to help those with shift work
- AGM should elect delegate to national conference, everyone should apply to the 

conference as you need to be accepted even if you are elected as the delegate
- election of officers

BANKING INFORMATION CHANGE
Carmen confirmed to have Kareen and Lorelei from banking info
Ashley has submitted paperwork
ACTION ITEM: Ashley to confirm via on line banking or will speak to the bank.

Round Table
- Women’s conference donation of Quilt went over well, discussed possible smaller 

donation of this type for regional convention (wall hanging, smaller item, pouch)
-  Discussion on raffle and licenses, Nadia offered to help write a proposal, will be 

discussed in a future meeting
- Karen: next Saturday convoy in Kelowna for Iranian Women’s rights
- Online solidarity events for four indigenous women killed in Winnipeg, not getting 

media coverage, Karen will post in Facebook women’s group. Please amplify the 
message and/or attend

Adjourn 10:01 
Motion to adjourn Nadia
Seconder: Lorelei
Next meeting: AGM. February 5th, 6 pm



Originator: Southern Interior Regional Women’s Committee 
 
Resolution- Support for Sexual Assault Victims   

 
WHEREAS: victims of sexual assault trauma have lack of confidence in the 
reporting process to police and participation in the criminal justice system; 
 
WHEREAS: traditional police interviews often can retraumatize the victim; 
 
WHEREAS: a victim support advocate provides a victim-centered and 
trauma-informed approach to prepare victims throughout the criminal 
justice system;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED: PSAC lobby to ensure all health centres and policing 
services to provide a trauma counsellor, Indigenous support person or 
other victim advocate who must be present when a sexual assault victim 
gives their statement to ensure accountability of policing services and to 
provide support to the victim. PSAC will make this a priority within the next 
3-year cycle and inform/update members on these activities. 
 

  



Originator: Southern Interior Regional Women’s Committee 
 
Resolution- Campaign for Assault Victim Crisis Supports  
 
WHEREAS Victims of assault do not always want to report to police; 
 
WHEREAS there are assault crisis supports available within regions and 
provinces that are not well known (such as 211); 
 
WHEREAS victims of sexual assault must have the support they need 
while in crisis for legal guidance, physical care, and emotional and 
psychological care. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED PSAC launch a campaign to provide victims of assault 
information on how to access crisis supports available in their region, 
including supports for people who identify as Indigenous and/or 
2SLGBTQIA+ in the upcoming 3-year cycle. 
 

  



Originator: Southern Interior Regional Women’s Committee 
 
Resolution: Access to Women’s Health Care 
 
 
WHEREAS: Women’s health care supports levels are unavailable, 
underfunded, untimely and not universal across Canada 
 
WHEREAS:  Women’s health issues require accredited and timely medical 
attention. 
 
WHEREAS: travel costs and options for safe travel for some communities 
to access women’s health care can be prohibitive to women in rural 
communities.  
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED: PSAC lobby for funded provincial, territorial, and 
federal women’s health programs that make Women’s health care 
accessible regardless of geographic region, and provide 24-hour care, 365 
days a year. This will be implemented in the next 3- year cycle and an 
update provided to members. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the PSAC lobby for increased funding for 
Indigenous health authorities to offer complete Women’s health services 
across all geographic regions and provide 24- hour care, 365 days a year. 
This will be implemented in the next 3-year cycle and an update provided to 
members. 
 

  



Originator: Southern Interior Regional Women’s Committee 
 
Resolution- Training for PSAC Anti-Harassment Coordinators 

 
WHEREAS PSAC has an anti-harassment policy and guidelines for 
implementation; 
 
WHEREAS PSAC provides the anti-harassment policy at all events and 
identifies an anti-harassment coordinator; 
 
WHEREAS the anti-harassment coordinator is expected to implement the 
anti-harassment policy and utilize the guidelines. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED PSAC Policy 23b be revised to read as “guidelines to 
assist in the implementation of this policy have been developed, will be 
revised as necessary based on input from the membership and shared with 
the membership.”  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED PSAC provide training on how to implement 
the anti-harassment policy utilizing the guidelines to PSAC members who 
hold a position that requires them to be an anti-harassment coordinator. 
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